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Cream of the News 


Milk production on Wisconsin farms in February 
was about the same as a year ago despite one less day 
in February this year. 

Wholesale prices of cheddar cheese and butter 
showed little change from January to February but 
Swiss cheese prices were up. 

Cheese production in the Nation during January 
was up 2 percent from last year but butter produc- 
tion was down 5 percent. 

The index of prices received for Wisconsin farm 
products achieved a record high as of mid-February 
due to higher prices for livestock and soybeans. 

Red meat production in Wisconsin during Janu- 
ary was above a year ago for the first time since June 
1972. 

Milk prices received by Wisconsin farmers in 
February are expected to average $5.94 a hundred- 
weight, a slight seasonal decline of 2 cents from 
January. \' 

Cold stoi age stocks of meat in the Nation at the 
end of Februa, y were 9 percent under a year earlier 
as lower pork su\ ‘plies offset an increase in beef stocks. 

Prices of barrows and gilts at the St. Paul mar- 
ket rose sharply during February to average a new 
high of $36.51 a hundredweight for the month. 

The number of hogs and pigs on Wisconsin farms 
March 1 was up 4 percent from a year earlier and the 
10 Corn Belt States showed an increase of 2 percent. 

Based on the March 1 Planting Intentions Sur- 
vey, Wisconsin farmers plan to increase soybean acre- 
age 22 percent and corn 3 percent from the acreage 
planted last year. 

A custom rates guide for spring field work is 
shown on page 7. 

Prices of good grade steers at the St. Paul market 
averaged slightly over $40.00 a hundredweight for 
February. 
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MILK PRODUCTION ABOUT 
EQUAL TO YEAR AGO 


Milk production on Wisconsin farms during February 
totaled 1,533 million pounds, nearly the same as last year 
when February had an extra day. Output per cow in February 
averaged 840 pounds, unchanged from a year ago. Wisconsin’s 
milk production in the first two months of 1973 was just 
slightly ahead of those months in 1972. 


Milk Production 









Change from 
last year 


Feb. | Jan.-Feb. 


February 
1972 


February 
1973 







Selected States 








Million pounds 





Percent 


Wisconsin .... 1,539 15533 3,093 TLC, mre: 
Minnesota .... 861 814 1,656 —- § -—3 
lowame se eee 357 344 700 — 4 —4 
New York 832 7154 1,568 - 9 —7 
Pennsylvania .. 571 Sit 1,068 —11 —8 
Califormmiase ae Gh? 7169 1,586 ri, (ek qe 
Other states ... 4,516 4,330 9,014 — 4 —2 
United States. . 9,448 9,055 18,685 — 4 —2 





FEBRUARY MILK PRICE 
DOWN SEASONALLY 


Prices received by Wisconsin farmers for all milk sold in 
February are expected to average $5.94 a hundredweight, a 
slight seasonal decline of 2 cents from January. The February 
all milk price would be 46 cents higher than a year ago. 

Milk prices in January averaged $5.96 a hundredweight, 
down 3 cents from December but 48 cents above January 
1972. Milkfat content for January averaged 3.77 percent, the 
same as a year earlier. 

Producers for the Grade A market received an average 
of $6.10 a hundredweight in January, a decline of 2 cents 
from the previous month but up 44 cents from January last 
year. Manufacturing grade milk averaged $5.77 a hundred- 
weight during January, 3 cents under December but 50 cents 
more than a year earlier. The price spread between market 
and manufacturing grade milk was 33 cents in January com- 
pared with 39 cents for January 1972. 
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Milk Prices 1/ 
January Feb. 
Decombes,1972 price per cwt. 1973 
lected Stat price 
Se ite Average | Price 73/72 er 
1972 1973 Pp 
test per cwt. change | cwt. 2/ 
Percent | Dollars | Dollars | Dollars | Percent | Dollars 

Milk for all uses \ 
Wisconsin ....... 3.83 5.99 5.48 5.96 + 9 5.94 
Minnesota....... S71 5.60 5.11 5.61 +10 5.59 
OWA arc nyecee rae 3.87 5.88 §.39 5.83 ne ts} 5.80 
New York....... 3.65 6.75 6.35 6.80 am, a 6.85 
Californial. <1 3.80 6.00 5.95 6.00 + 1 6.05 
United States .... 3.83 6.55 6.13 6.55 Rh 6.55 

Wisconsin utilization 

Market milk ..... 3.83 6.12 5.66 6.10 ups te} XXX 
Manufacturing milk 3.83 5.80 5.27) Sa oe) XXX 
Creameries:. ij..¢6% 3.82 5.63 Sho 5.60 +, 8 XXX 
Cheese factories . . 3.83 5.82 5.29 5.79 + 9 xXx 
Varied prod. plants} 3.83 5.70 5.22 5.66 a 433 XXX 





1/Preliminary average buying prices received for milk of average test. They differ 
from basic buying prices which are for 3.5% milk. 2/Based on preliminary infor- 
mation for milk of average test. 


Wisconsin 3.5 Test Milk Prices 1/ 







Change from 





Utilization 

last year 

Dollars per cwt. Percent 
Milk fociall uses its c, 5 <beia.sred ye ens 5.09 5.47 5.53 ak, 
Market’ mille dea}. oc 3s.c- 4s. jake aise. 5.25 §.59 5.66 + 58 
Manufacturing milk ->....¢)77)... 4.89 5.30 5.36 +10 
CréeagmerieS natok aeeutebiess ie 4.85 5.16 5.20 giyepe: 
American cheese plants ....... 4.91 5.33 $.38 +10 
Varied products plants ........ 4.87 5.21 5.24 im tes 

Federal Order Markets 

Chicago Regional Base Zone.... 5.59 5.95 5.98 a es | 





1/Computed equivalents. 2/Preliminary. 


BUTTER PRODUCTION 
TO REMAIN LOWER 


Weekly estimates of butter production in the Nation 
for February indicate that churnings may be 12 percent be- 
low a year earlier. January’s butter output in the Nation was 
down 5 percent from last year. Wisconsin creameries may 
also produce less butter in February than a year ago after 
showing a | percent gain in January. 

Based on weekly estimates, American cheese production 
in the Nation for February may show little change from the 
previous year as it did in January. Production of American 
cheese in Wisconsin during February will exceed the | per- 
cent increase shown in January compared with a year ago. 





Recent Changes in Butter and Cheese Output 












American Cheese 




















Periods 
Production Production 
1973 1973 
1,000 lbs. 1,000 Ibs. 
January .... 96,142 - § + 123,503 
Weeks ending 
Feb. 82.5 21,100 -—11 +1 29,250 +O co 
Bebo isin 20,750 —13 14, 29,700 +2 +10 
Febsi22.422 21,800 =i! —2 30,200 —2 ea 
Mary «less: 21,400 —12 re 30,500 ad +6 
TOtal so isee 85,050 —12 Xxx 119,650 fi. co XXX 





CHEESE PRODUCTION UP 
BUT BUTTER OUTPUT LOWER 


Production of all cheese in the Nation during January 
was 2 percent above a year ago but butter output was down 
5 percent. Production of American cheese in the Nation during 
January showed little change from last year while output of 
Brick and Muenster declined 10 percent. Italian cheese pro- 
duction for January was 9 percent more than the previous 
year. Output of Swiss cheese during January was up 7 per- 
cent from a year earlier and all other cheese production in- 
creased 3 percent. 

Wisconsin factories manufactured over 56 million pounds 
of American cheese in January, a gain of 1 percent from last 
year. Minnesota’s production of American cheese for January 
was up 17 percent from a year ago, but Missouri had a decline 
of 8 percent and all other states were down 7 percent. 


Current Dairy Products Estimates 


January 
1973 






January 
1972 


Change from 
last year 



















Item and area 





1,000 pounds Percent 
BUTTER 
WiSCONSIN: Siaar2 es. sjeneres ts 16,900 17,150 ae 
Minnesota {JG .. 34.0 9esl.. 24,400 19,900 — 18 
TOWa poe ak cette 7,700 6,200 —19 
Other'states® eee. cee ne aes 52,475 $2,892 ae a | 
United States ficrinens cnet 101,475 96,142 =— $5 
CHEESE, AMERICAN 
Wisconsin’. i) 3) ci sree iaeets 56,000 56,400 ao al 
Minnesota so 2215 348. 252% 16,030 18,700 it? 
MissOurinrc ce pears ans seca 5,680 5,200 — 8 
Other states acca 46,250 43,203 —- 7 
United States) it raseene ss 123,960 123,503 neice 
CHEESE, MISCELLANEOUS 
United States 
Swiss: ONG Bee. ae 2 13,900 14,911 + oT 
Brick and Muenster ..... §,830 5,264 — 10 
Dtalian sot  oekero eons 38,500 42,154 + 9 
All otherass. Pitre. sere reas 16,555 17,047 aS 
Total (2% ai i o5 seein cee 75,025 79,376 +6 
ALL CHEESE 
United’ States! .fack 5 2620072 198,985 202,879 am es 
OTHER PRODUCTS 
Cottage Cheese 
United States 
Curdst [irniciaet eee 62,835 66,442 +6 
Creamed,2 | civsitencetincds 83,225 85,209 nar 
1,000 gallons Percent 
Ice Cream 
Wisconsin coi ueene ease 1,375 1,350 = 2 
Hlinois*s somes 2,620 3,400 + 30 
TOWaticeicc sere wine oat 560 510 =—19 
Michigaiiys a. ni, fon nro 2,390 2,760 +15 
Minnesotaveeiicess aicsieas 1,980 2,235 + 13 
Otheristates()7.25 2 eee 44,855 44,684 ns c. 
United States\- ....-s 53,780 54,939 +2 





1/Includes cottage, pot, and bakers’ cheese with a milkfat content of less than 4 
percent. 2/Includes cheese with a milkfat content of 4 to 19 percent. 
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Creameries in Wisconsin churned more than 17 million 
pounds of butter during January, an increase of 1 percent 
from January 1972. Butter production in Minnesota was 
down 18 percent from January last year and Iowa had a de- 
cline of 19 percent. All other states increased their January 
butter output 1 percent from the previous year. 


WHOLESALE SWISS CHEESE 
PRICES INCREASE 


Wholesale prices of block Swiss cheese, Wisconsin State 
Brand, averaged 78 cents a pound during February. This was 
an increase of more than %4 cent a pound from January and 
was 7% cents above February last year. 

Wholesale prices of cheddar cheese in 40 pound blocks 
averaged 63% cents a pound at Wisconsin primary markets in 
February, the same as a month earlier but up more than 5 
cents from a year ago. 

Prices of 92-score butter at New York averaged 68.67 
cents a pound during February, just slightly under the pre- 
vious month and last year. 


Wholesale Dairy Prices 













February January February 















Lpmmodity 1972 1973 1973 1/ 

Butter, 92-score, New York, pound.... 68.75¢ 68.71¢ 68.67¢ 
Cheese, Cheddars, Wisconsin primary 

markets, 40 Ib. blocks, pound 2/ ... $8.69¢ 63.75¢ 63.75¢ 
Cheese, Swiss, Wisconsin State Brand, 

IOC K POUIN Oy oy exctereneien ale alaiehain in 70.50¢ 77.20¢ 78.00¢ 
Evaporated milk, North Central States, 

case, 48-14% oz. cans, range....... $7.70-9.10 $8:10-9.10 $——=—— 
Nonfat dry milk solids, spray, Chicago 

Ateay DOUNGer eee © crete eieteleleierstek «16 31.41¢ 39.06¢ 40.34¢ 





1/Preliminary estimates. 2/Selling prices, f.o.b. at Wisconsin assembly points. 


BUTTER AND CHEESE 
STOCKS HIGHER 


The Nation’s stocks of butter and cheese in cold storage 
at the end of February were higher than a year ago. There 
were 112 million pounds of butter in cold storage on Febru- 
ary 28, an increase of 20 percent from last year. Government 
holdings of butter in cold storage exceeded 93 million pounds, 
up 44 percent from February 29, 1972. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Butter and Cheese 














Total stocks 

















Commodity Feb.28, | Feb.29, | Feb.28, | range. 
1971 1972 1973 year 
1,000 pounds Percent 
UNITED STATES 
Butter .6<.. s.steieletteie ce x 134,090 93,272 111,898 rau tt 
Cheese, American ...... 242,808 229,498 255,950 Ep oley 
Cheese, Swiss........-- 12,302 7,052 8,660 +423 
Cheese, all other ....... 54,807 48,856 51,330 tS 
Cheese, total ........-. 309,917 285,406 315,940 toad 
WISCONSIN 
Bottest (coke cst emer ae oss Be CM | 4,240 3,546 — 16 
Cheese, American ...... 148,451 132,945 169,124 eu, 
GOVERNMENT STOCKS* 
Butter ee ccc se ciene wererees 107,231 64,615 93,236 + 44 
Cheese, American ...... 806 1,409 135 — 90 








*Included in above totals. 


Manufacturers’ Stocks of Other Dairy Products 
United States 








Change 
from 
last year 





Jan. 31, 


Commodity 1972 





1,000 pounds Percent 
Dried whole milk.......... 5,474 4,597 4,415 - 4 
Dried skim milks s. . 0. <2 89,239 717,074 35,322 — 54 
Dried buttermilk .5.2 035.05. 8,352 3,458 3,093 —11 
Condensed milk and evapor- 
ated milk (case goods) 1/ .. 81,279 74,294 60,179 — 19 





1/Combined to avoid disclosing individual plant operations. 


Total cheese stocks in cold storage at the end of Febru- 
ary amounted to 316 million pounds, 11 percent more than 
a year ago and the highest for that date since 1969. American 
cheese stocks of 256 million pounds were up 12 percent from 
February 29, 1972. The Government held only 135,000 
pounds of American cheese at the end of February com- 
pared with almost 1% million pounds a year earlier. Stocks 
of Swiss cheese in cold storage on February 28 were 23 per- 
cent above last year while all other cheese stocks were up 5 
percent. 


MEAT STOCKS REMAIN LOWER 
AS PORK SUPPLY DOWN 


Cold storage stocks of meat in the Nation at the end of 
February were 9 percent below a year earlier. Stocks of beef 
in cold storage on February 28 were up 14 percent from last 
year but pork supplies were down 31 percent. 

There were 352 million pounds of beef in cold storage at 
the end of February, a decline of 28 million pounds from a 
month earlier but about 43% million pounds above a year 
ago. 

Stocks of pork in cold storage on February 28 amounted 
to 201 million pounds, nearly 6 million pounds less than the 
previous month and almost 83 million pounds lower than 
last year. Pork belly holdings dropped to 30 million pounds 
at the end of February, 66 percent under a year ago. 

Frozen veal stocks on February 28 were 85 percent more 
than the previous year but stocks of frozen lamb and mutton 
were down 15 percent. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Meat 
United States 






Change 
from 
last year 







Commodity 





1,000 pounds Percent 


Beef: 
Erozeit (ia -seeteug anes sa) 298,770 297,927 367,435 340,948 + 14 
In cure and cured ....... 9,601 10,671 12,758 11,097 ae’ 
Total's sc acdeteirsre 6 bye 308,371 308,598 380,193 352,045 + 14 
Pork: rg 
BeO Zen? bias ccdtthilesbies sles oo 315,918 266,870 192,979 187,359 — 30 
INMKCOOLERDR ees rene leeeele 22,890 22,630 13,776 13,597 — 40 
‘DOtal A cvaete ais. seats 338,808 289,500 206,755 200,956 — 31 
Other meats and meat 
products: 
Veal; frozeni gts. 3. «i. 6 8,334 7,935 15,145 14,668 + 85 
Lamb and mutton, frozen.| 19,653 12,836 13,485 10,962 —15 
Canned meats in cooler: 
Fiams) fae cbt beens ato 50,452 67,152 48,358 47,100 — 30 
Ofher'meats 2). s)3.5 ete his 19,596 21,093 16,513 15,069 — 29 
Total; allimeats 7)... 2s ee 745,214 707,114 680,449 640,800 -— 9 








Milk Cows, Production per Cow, and Total Milk Production, Wisconsin by Counties, 1970-72 

































































































































1970 1972 1/ 
County Number Milk Total Number Milk Total Number Milk Production 
of cows 2/ per cow production of cows 2/ per cow production of cows 2/ per cow Quantity Rank 
Number Pounds 1,000 pounds Number Pounds 1,000 pounds Number Pounds 1,000 pounds 

BAFPON A) st) < 1 peeeelaen Hissin 46,800 10,200 477,360 47,000 10,200 479,400 47,900 10,400 498,160 12 
Baytield.s% bien = ene 5,700 9,500 54,150 6,000 9,900 59,400 6,100 10,200 62,220 60 
BUTHOtE Ss Wasim erus ce sees 6,900 9,600 66,240 7,100 9,800 69,580 7,200 10,000 72,000 58 
Chippewa wears cone. Sees 48,500 9,800 475,300 48,600 10,100 490,860 50,000 10,400 520,000 8 
DOUGIaS Zo ners tie cia oct teente 3,100 9,600 29,760 3,000 9,800 29,400 3,000 10,000 30,000 65 
POU Ks vagae olevtcetbohecarcusrats 33,500 10,000 335,000 34,000 10,200 346,800 34,700 10,500 364,350 PAB} 
Rusk: Gost c Stee oR: oes 19,000 9,200 174,800 19,300 9,200 177,560 19,400 9,400 182,360 43 
Sawyerees ..capetiew fan da 3,900 9,300 36,270 3,800 9,600 36,480 3,800 9,900 37,620 63 
Washburn oet.c'sxccttueeee 6,000 9,400 56,400 6,000 9,700 58,200 6,000 9,900 59,400 61 

Northwest District ... 173,400 9,834 1,705,280 174,800 9,998 1,747,680 178,100 TO,253: 1,826,110 
Ashland Sr snore tase: Sere 4,300 9,200 39,560 4,200 9,500 39,900 4,200 9,800 41,160 62 
Clark? Sis etenss ciate eons oat 65,700 10,100 663,570 67,200 10,300 692,160 67,300 10,500 706,650 4 
Tr ONyise hea sate ampanateierass 900 9,200 8,280 800 9,400 7,520 900 9,600 8,640 68 
Lincoln. 42.02 rae ae 11,900 9,600 114,240 12,000 9,800 117,600 11,900 10,000 119,000 52 
Marathon aycsecsistenttarels 85,400 10,100 862,540 85,900 10,300 884,770 86,000 10,700 920,200 1 
Ometday cis cts: «ca meys cts 3 eke 700 8,700 6,090 800 9,000 7,200 800 9,200 7,360 69 
PRICE} Miki abiets ote cote tiete ae 10,300 8,900 91,670 10,400 8,900 92,560 10,400 9,300 96,720 56 
Taylote desc cacausitre cade 28,900 9,800 283,220 29,800 10,000 298,000 30,000 10,400 312,000 29 
Vilas os screts ot eres 200 8,500 1,700 200 8,800 1,760 200 9,100 1,820 71 

North Central District. 208,300 9,942 2,070,870 211,300 10,135 2,141,470 211,700 10,456 2,213,550 
FIOTENCEE fie es eres ccs were 1,200 9,600 11,520 1,200 9,800 11,760 1,200 10,300 12,360 67 
ELOLCS bp Piscmsis tchepisve. os acer 2,000 8,800 17,600 1,900 8,900 16,910 1,900 9,200 17,480 66 
Panglade. cs cscs .c.ee eee 12,600 9,600 120,960 13,000 9,600 124,800 13,100 9,900 129,690 50 
Marinette: ONS. oP ee 13,100 9,400 123,140 13,300 9,600 127,680 13,800 9,900 136,620 48 
Menominee: 5 sic% 3 sess 
Oconto Pe a closie cies os 29,100 9,900 288,090 29,200 9,900 289,080 29,700 10,300 305,910 30 
Shawano jens tenses ore 45,500 10,400 473,200 45,500 10,500 477,750 46,100 10,900 502,490 10 

Northeast District.... 103,500 9,995 1,034,510 104,100 10,067 1,047,980 105,800 10,440 1,104,550 
IBUPLaloO amieasest hese cw ae 26,800 9,700 259,960 26,900 10,000 269,000 27,300 10,400 283,920 SE 
DUN fia fami crs accents he anes 39,600 10,000 396,000 39,900 10,000 399,000 40,800 10,500 428,400 16 
Ba Claire asisters sishe aac ene 22,000 9,500 209,000 22,000 9,600 211,200 22,400 10,000 224,000 40 
JacksOnwacheiu 1s = seeanene 17,900 9,600 171,840 18,300 9,700 177,510 18,800 10,100 189,880 42 
Dia | CroSS@rsicc. isl crete sheroreie 20,900 9,800 204,820 21,300 10,100 215,130 21,400 10,500 224,700 39 
Monroes J aiae.teis Sethe 36,000 9,500 342,000 36,300 9,500 344,850 37,000 9,900 366,300 pa ths 
BRepity: ae cate cgers exscdea ce 9,500 9,700 92,150 9,500 9,900 94,050 9,900 10,200 100,980 55 
PICT OG inte eeotete) crac cata 26,100 10,000 261,000 26,100 10,200 266,220 26,100 10,700 279,270 35 
Stz2Croixi ck Sites verse ches 33,800 10,400 351,520 34,600 10,500 363,300 35,000 11,000 385,000 19 
DTEMPEZICAUE. se ss eres 33,800 10,100 341,380 34,800 10,200 354,960 35,000 10,500 367,500 20 

West Central District. . 266,400 9,871 2,629,670 269,700 9,993 2,695,220 273,700 10,413 2,849,950 
A Gams" 34), s,seerentas tate 3,500 9,800 34,300 3,600 9,900 35,640 3,500 10,100 35,350 64 
GreensLakelsciites -.ce 2 13,800 10,300 142,140 14,000 10,400 145,600 14,600 10,900 159,140 47 
TUNEAUTAC sa seems ecencnalecuners 12,500 9,600 120,000 12,400 9,700 120,280 12,800 10,200 130,560 49 
Marquette. 9 tis .saicater ss 6,800 9,600 65,280 6,900 9,800 67,620 7,000 10,200 71,400 59 
Portage ee 2 cto es seaeieaeiens 17,600 9,700 170,720 17,000 9,800 166,600 16,800 10,300 173,040 45 
Wai paca ficvencteveatetene sats 33,400 10,000 334,000 32,400 10,200 330,480 32,700 10,600 346,620 25 
Wausharalsiei. «oben. 11,800 9,900 116,820 12,200 10,100 123,220 12,000 10,600 127,200 $1 
WiOOd se iiacse temiocmstatiose 3 24,800 9,700 240,560 25,100 9,900 248,490 25,000 10,200 255,000 38 

Central District.= 2s... 124,200 9,854 1,223,820 123,600 10,016 1,237,930 124,400 10,437 1,298,310 
BrOWiitcasts > oabare s arseaters 38,800 10,700 415,160 39,300 11,000 432,300 39,000 11,200 436,800 15 
Calumet <2 )2ieerenal where a 29,800 10,800 321,840 30,100 11,000 331,100 31,000 11,400 353,400 24 
DOOE? cabs eee eee 16,300 10,300 167,890 16,500 10,600 174,900 16,300 11,000 179,300 44 
Fond Gu Waco wn. ors « dese 49,200 10,800 $31,360 49,600 11,100 550,560 49,800 11,600 577,680 6 
Kewaunee): .j7srearik Wa 29,600 10,300 304,880 29,900 10,400 310,960 30,400 10,700 325,280 28 
ManitOw0G) i,..6 <scens 5005 42,900 10,600 454,740 43,800 10,900 477,420 44,600 11,200 499,520 i 
Outagamie’. 23% se os 45,100 10,800 487,080 45,200 11,100 $01,720 45,600 11,300 515,280 9 
Sheboy cannes seein 32,700 10,800 353,160 32,600 10,900 355,340 33,000 11,100 366,300 eM ine 
Winnebagot.: osm im seusmers 23,900 10,900 260,510 24,500 11,000 269,500 24,500 11,400 279,300 34 

East Central District . . 308,300 10,693 3,296,620 311,500 10,927 3,403,800 314,200 11,244 3,532,860 
Crawford! oc eccs00 sc ots ei ie 19,500 9,500 185,250 19,900 9,600 191,040 19,800 10,000 198,000 41 
Grant oF jc raieaicle isa 53,900 9,900 533,610 54,600 10,100 $51,460 55,200 10,500 579,600 5 
TOW seem ele tsss mesa pera tar ates 38,200 10,000 382,000 38,400 10,100 387,840 38,200 10,500 401,100 18 
Taf y.ett Ciena cepsucwameusasidedanags 41,800 9,900 413,820 42,200 10,000 422,000 42,400 10,500 445,200 14 
Richtan ds. ocuccsantevction sss 29,000 9,700 281,300 28,500 9,900 282,150 28,300 10,200 288,660 ae 
Saw kaWiss ctanstaens co stae custsae 37,800 10,200 385,560 37,700 10,400 392,080 38,100 10,800 411,480 17 
NMerniongn.. 22. cident es 45,800 9,200 421,360 45,700 9,300 425,010 45,900 9,800 449,820 its) 

Southwest District 266,000 9,785 2,602,900 267,000 9,931 2,651,580 267,900 10,354 2,773,860 
Golumbia sn). s sm ae ses 23,800 10,800 257,040 23,900 11,100 265,290 23,600 11,400 269,040 36 
Dane hire ts ab lemonapte ees uertsiat sl 69,200 10,600 733,520 68,800 11,000 756,800 68,300 11,500 785,450 2 
Dodger. csscaoaie. c's oe cusieke 62,400 10,600 661,440 62,600 10,900 682,340 62,400 11,400 711,360 iss 
GYEEN Ss choc eters eens 49,000 10,600 519,400 48,800 10,800 527,040 48,400 11,300 $46,920 7 
Jeffersons es ose we  wiase 30,900 10,700 330,630 30,500 10,800 329,400 30,700 11,200 343,840 26 
ROCK % sige Sic wees 30,600 10,700 327,420 30,800 10,900 335,720 30,400 11,200 340,480 27 

South Central District. 265,900 10,641 2,829,450 265,400 10,914 2,896,590 263,800 11,361 2,997,090 
Keniosha's. tee, dio... Sa) e ats 10,100 10,700 108,070 10,000 11,000 110,000 9,500 11,400 108,300 54 
Milwauk6e seis: s<.cn deus 500 9,700 4,850 500 10,000 5,000 400 10,500 4,200 70 
Ozaukee J. Naveen eee 11,500 10,300 118,450 11,100 10,300 114,330 10,500 10,700 112,350 §3 
RACINGs. aterctejetsietek ie seones 9,200 10,900 100,280 8,500 11,100 94,350 8,000 11,500 92,000 57 
Watworth tu. seet cscs 26,500 10,900 288,850 25,500 11,100 283,050 25,700 11,600 298,120 31 
Washington A ..em.e 27 24,400 10,600 258,640 23,800 10,900 259,420 23,500 11,300 265,550 Ase) 
Waukesha) 22.35 sas. 5 15,800 10,300 162,740 15,200 10,500 159,600 14,800 10,900 161,320 46 

Southeast District.... 98,000 10,631 1,041,880 94,600 10,843 1,025,750 92,400 11,275 1,041,840 

STATE hye ao cas goss 1,814,000 10,163 18,435,000 1,822,000 10,345 18,848,000 1,832,000 10,719 19,638,000 














1/Preliminary. 2/Average number of milk cows on farms during year, excluding heifers not yet fresh. 3/Includes Menominee. *Tied with 1 or more counties. 
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MARCH 1 HOG INVENTORY Farrowings from March through May are expected to 
HIGHER THAN LAST YEAR total 120,000 sows, 2 percent under that quarter in 1972. 
Wisconsin farmers intend to farrow 101,000 sows during 
June through August, the same as a year earlier. 

Hogs and pigs on farms March | in the 10 Corn Belt 


The inventory of hogs and pigs on Wisconsin farms 
March 1 was 4 percent more than a year ago. Hogs kept for 
breeding purposes numbered 265,000, up 2 percent from the A 
previous year. A total of 1,231,000 hogs and pigs were being States were 2 percent more than last year. Breeding stock 


raised primarily for the slaughter market, an increase of 4 per- Waeyup 9 Poteet from March 1, 1972 while market hogs 
cent from March 1. 1972. showed an increase of 2 percent. 


The number of sows farrowing in the Corn Belt States 
during December through February was 9 percent above that 
quarter a year earlier. Farmers in these States intend to far- 
row 5 percent more sows during March through May than 
farrowed in that quarter last year. Farrowing intentions for 
the June through August quarter indicate an increase of 4 
percent from the previous year. 


There were 77,000 sows farrowing in Wisconsin during 
December through February, a gain of 7 percent from the 
comparable quarter a year earlier. These sows produced 
566,000 pigs for an average litter rate of 7.35, slightly below 
the rate of 7.42 pigs per litter for the December-February 
quarter a year ago. 


All Hogs and Pigs on Farms, Breeding and Market 
March 1, 1972 and 1973, 10 States 














For breeding Market Total hogs and pigs 
State 
1972 1973 Change from 1972 1973 Change from 1972 1973 Change from 

last year last year last year 

1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 
Ohio: gs tases 334 Si7, — § 1,966 1,868 -—5 2,300 2,185 = 5 
Indiana we... aves 650 700 + U8 4,130 4,300 +4 4,780 5,000 tree 
Wlmois’ ss... sa 1,000 1,074 +  F 5,450 5,726 + § 6,450 6,800 5B 
Wisconsin..... 259 265 an | pF 1,179 234 +4 1,438 1,496 + 4 
Minnesota .... 474 560 + 18 2,626 2,860 + 9 3,100 3,420 + 10 
LOWS "Nene eee es 2,045 2422 + 4 10,933 10,818 =] 12,978 12,940 fice 
Missouri...... 650 700 + 8 3,550 3,500 -1 4,200 4,200 mn. Cz 
South Dakota. . 289 306 +176. L317 1,394 + 6 1,606 1,700 +9 16 
Nebraska .. =<. 482 465 -— 4 2,442 23535 +4 2,924 3,000 7 VS 
Kansasinin se) sie 266 286 + --8 1,634 1,684 3 1,900 1,970 +. 4 
Total 10 States. 6,449 6,795 eS) BS, 22.7 35,916 + 2 41,676 42,711 2 





Sows to Farrow, March through August, 10 States 












March through May June through August 





















State 1972 1973 1/ ihe from 1972 ‘| 1973 1/ Change from 

ast year last year 

1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 
ONIOL hae a eters tonsestiete ec5.3 139 135 = °3 125 118 — 6 
Indiana (3 253./.4. c2m...dasts 256 260 ce 251 258 ae 28} 
TMintOis' Wie. troserostrayene isi. a0 495 520 te 435 450 + 3 
WISCONSIN aNeee mietic snenees eta 122 120 — 2 101 101 eC: 
Minnesota. £192 \.0- "cj tee 236 276 “ube Lf 190 205 + § 
BOWS 18 aan caevsastec Jat Chaise te. acs 1,020 1,070 up OR 665 710 ie ot 
IMissourt 45)... 5 + seer cate 285 310 ie ©) 250 250 TsiCe 
South Dakotaicmpctetaa o 165 174 + 5 715 85 + 13 
INGDPask ae dc nsiectihcesic ae 240 250 ee a Siz 150 —- 4 
Kansas... 2 «cto tees aan oe 125 130 + 4 90 104 + 16 
Total TOlStatesenck.. «cele 3,083 3,245 + 5 2,339 2,431 + 4 





1/Number indicated by breeding intentions reports. 


Sows Farrowing, Pigs per Litter and Pig Crop 
December 1/ through February, 1972 and 1973, 10 States 









Pig crop 2/ 






Sows farrowing Pigs per litter 


























orale 1972 | 1973 dss Eas 1972 1973 1972 1973 change font 

last year last year 

1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 

LO) OWE So a8 a aioe te ion io ence ; an) 7.30 7.00 766 770 Tea | 
MGS AM Bia oics es oar athe valk weet es) <\elkal gars +16 Te39: 7.30 1,700 1,781 + § 
LURE Pay HAA ee Siete acca kaickchicmes hed “owt EI 7.10 7.00 25204 2,450 +11 
IWASCOMSIti ey ois cena 0-1 sys) noe deh nT: 7.42 1.39 534 566 + 6 
MINNESOTA «= a aicielole + as. 2 sverers +20 135 7.45 1,073 1,304 + 22 
DONUG aie odes els ish cuistiattatie co) ellos pata: g/S' ede #18 7.45 7.00 3,442 3,500 + 2 
IETS OULU) ateve nl swehes ey 6 oo) wires auenene n.c. 7.16 6.74 1,504 1,415 6 
Southib) a KOtae ye pecs etsichsi eet « + US Doak 7.20 473 540 + 14 
Ne Gras Kars rei rcciecn sys sks co ole hea aae +15 Fou 7.20 923 1,080 +17 
KATLSASU AM ctor Ko nr eae aletens ote) olate ap Ko 7.40 7.05 718 7126 aN 
Potav lO States Abies. o.eess« < oh +779. 7.30 7.09 13,334 14,132 + 6 





1/December preceding year. 2/Number of pigs born December through February that were on hand March 1 or had been sold. 
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FARMERS PLAN TO 
INCREASE CROP ACREAGE 


The annual March 1 survey of planting intentions for 
the 1973 crop season indicates that Wisconsin farmers plan 
to increase their acreage of major crops. Planted acreage for 
the 8 major crops included in the March Prospective Plantings 
Survey is expected to total 8,956,300 acres, up 2 percent 
from last year. 

The intended acreage of corn, oats, and hay — Wiscon- 
sin’s “Big Three”? — could be about 123,000 acres more than 
in 1972 if farmers follow their plans. Only oats is expected to 
show a decrease, with a decline of 1 percent in acreage antici- 
pated. Hay acreage may be up 1 percent from a year ago. 

Corn planted for all uses is expected to total 3,150,000 
acres in 1973, an increase of 3 percent from the previous 
year but 2 percent under the record acreage in 1971. During 
the two month period from January | to March 1, Wisconsin 


farmers decided to reduce their corn planting intentions by 
2 percent with some of this acreage shifting to soybeans. 

Farmers in Wisconsin are planning to increase soybean 
acreage 22 percent this year. The planting of soybeans for all 
purposes may total 195,000 acres in 1973, up 35,000 acres 
from 1972 and 65,000 acres more than in 1971. Acreage in- 
tentions for potatoes and tobacco in 1973 show a decline from 
a year earlier. 

Based on March | intentions, farmers in the Nation plan 
to increase corn acreage 7 percent in 1973. This is the same 
increase as indicated on the January 1 survey. Prospective 
plantings of soybeans, at 53,801,000 acres for all purposes, 
would be 14 percent above 1972. On January 1, the Nation’s 
farmers had indicated only a 5 percent increase in soybeans 
for 1973. Farmers in the Nation are also planning to raise_ 
more oats, barley, spring wheat, hay, potatoes, and tobacco 
this year than a year ago. 


Planted Acreage, Selected Crops, 1973 Intentions 
Compared with 1971 and 1972 Planted Acreage, Wisconsin and United States 

















Wisconsin United States 
Crop | Change from Change from 
1971 1972 | 1973 last year 1971 1972 1973 last year 
1,000 acres Percent 1,000 acres Percent 
Cori all 2 Sieicc ox tars: (outa oh ohne tae o vater 3,212 3,051 3,150 ih Sess 74,055 66,753 71,571 Ga at 
Spring wheat. ss wus cketeneeerseyere 14 11 12 ud 12,807 10,098 12,339 +022) 
Oats Us Fee eres, o: siete earn tet eaie ale 1,588 1,570 1,554 = I 21,956 20,296 20,474 cat Gh 
Barleyee jis crocietoraretrercasiets es 29 24 25 + 4 11,115 10,639 11,041 on4. 
Potatoes, Fall o..i2caxteretere aes S255 50.5 49.0 == 3 1515278: 1,054.5 1,067.9 +e 
Tobacco sly pers4) 2) fae cae ener 5.3 5.4 5.4 n.c. — = = - 
Tobacco Ly Pers 5u2y ria tenedele <3 6.1 5.9 = 3 - = = oe 
Tobacco palli2 [inaece etie earch 10.6 TESS 11.3 — 2 839.4 843.3 898.7 ao wy) 
Soy beans: 3/ss. ayers c «6 ato ekerere 130 160 195 = pee 43,472 47,003 $3,801 +14 
ays all 2 fi occ: cvaiiey shou tise scree se estore 3,987 3,920 3,960 ne gb 61,405 59,783 60,894 + 42 














1/U. S. total includes acreage planted preceding fall. 2/Acres harvested or intended for harvest. 3/Grown alone for all purposes. 


LIVESTOCK AND SOYBEAN 
PRICES CONTINUE HIGHER 


Higher prices for livestock and soybeans resulted in the 
prices received index for Wisconsin farm products achieving a 
record level as of mid-February. At 424 percent of the 1910-14 
base period, the prices received index was up 9 points (2 per- 
cent) from a month earlier and was 63 points (17 percent) 
above February 15, 1972. 

Livestock prices continued to establish record highs. 
Steers and heifers averaged $38.60 a hundredweight in mid- 
February, an increase of $3.20 from the previous month and 
$7.10 higher than last year. Slaughter cows, at $30.20 a hun- 
dredweight in February, were $4.10 above January and al- 
most $7.00 greater than a year ago. 

Calves averaged $51.00 a hundredweight as of Febru- 
ary 15, a gain of $2.90 from a month earlier and $5.00 above 
the previous year. 

The mid-February hog price of $33.30 a hundredweight 
was up $2.30 from January. Hogs were $8.20 more than 
February last year and $14.00 above two years ago. 

Lambs averaged $31.20 a hundredweight in February, 
an increase of $2.60 from a month earlier and $4.50 higher 
than February 1972. Sheep, at $8.00 a hundredweight for 
mid-February, were $1.00 more than January and $2.70 above 
a year ago. Wool prices averaged 47 cents a pound as of Febru- 
ary 15,again of 2 cents from the previous month and 23 cents 


greater than last year. This was the highest wool price for 
February since 1966. 

Egg prices declined 6 cents a dozen from January to 
February, but at 43 cents a dozen eggs were 20 cents above 
February 15, 1972. 

Except for soybeans, crop prices declined from January 
to February. Soybeans reached a record high of $5.10 a 
bushel for mid-February, an increase of $1.25 from a month 
earlier and $2.15 greater than February a year ago. 


Prices Received by Wisconsin Farmers 


January 
1973 










February 
1971 

















February 
1972 





February 


Commodity 1973 





Dollars 
Milk cows ....... 385.00 425.00 485.00 490.00 
Steers and heifers. . 28.00 31.50 35.40 38.60 
COWS gavaness pakachas 20.10 23.30 26.10 30.20 
Gales. 3s dri clsiets 36.20 46.00 48.10 51.00 
HOgS bi: cbvteeeh acveas 19.30 25.10 31.00 33.30 
Sheep. eiiesischateate 5.80 5.30 7.00 8.00 
LambBSiee ca ennouaiens 23.40 26.70 28.60 31.20 
IWOOKR. iS che ete terors 25 .24 45 47 
Chickens 1/ ...... .085 -085 -100 -100 
Turkeys. 4.67 10s -210 .230 -240 -240 
EGGS te iole nae! els ouelhe -310 .230 .490 -430 
Cornitaiaci-cs.stataor 1.44 1.12 1.30 1.27 
Oats cckets Ae sets sage A At! -71 -89 87 
Soybeans’. ...5..2 2.79 2.95 3.85 5.10 


Alfalfa hay, baled. . 


1/Excludes broilers. 


37.00 
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Corn averaged $1.27 a bushel in February, down 3 cents 
from January but 15 cents higher than last year. Oats, at 
87 cents a bushel for mid-February, was 2 cents lower than 
January but 16 cents above a year earlier. Baled alfalfa hay 
averaged $36.00 a ton as of February 15, a decline of $1.00 
from the previous month but $13.00 more than a year ago. 


RED MEAT PRODUCTION 
RISES ABOVE YEAR AGO 


Production of red meat in Wisconsin’s commercial slaugh- 
ter plants during January was higher than a year ago for the 
first time since June 1972. The 109 million pounds of red 
meat produced in January was almost 12 percent more than 
the previous year. Output of beef was up 19 percent and 
pork production showed a gain of 2 percent from January 
1972. 

Wisconsin plants slaughtered 110,000 cattle in January, 
an increase of 19,000 from a year earlier. The average live- 
weight of cattle was 1,133 pounds for January, down 15 
pounds from January last year. 

Hog slaughter in January numbered 276,000, up 4,000 
from a year ago. This was the first month since September 
1971 that hog slaughter exceeded the previous year. The 
average liveweight of hogs, at 237 pounds for January, was 
2 pounds heavier than January 1972. 

The calf kill in January totaled only 23,500, down 4,500 
from last year. Calf liveweight averaged 158 pounds for 
January, an increase of 9 pounds from a year ago. The January 
sheep and lamb kill of 200 was the same as January 1972. 


Commercial Livestock Slaughter 









Number Liveweight 





Change 






















Area January January 
from 
1972 | 1973 indrvoRr |i ot2 a 1973 
1,000 head Percent Million pounds 

Cattle 

Wisconsin ....... 91.0 110.0 et 104.5 124.6 

United States 1/ .. | 2,888.4 3,099.9 ai. St 3,026.4 3,251.9 
Calves 

Wisconsin ....... 28.0 PRY) = 16 4.2 SHi/ 

United States 1/ . . 289.2 25305 —12 71.1 62.7 
Hogs 

Wisconsin ....... 272.0 276.0 fared 63.9 65.4 

United States 1/.. | 7,017.3 7,097.0 neal 1,670.1 1,694.8 
Sheep and lambs 

Wisconsin ....... 39 gp} noe: -021 -019 

United States 1/.. 880.8 857.5 — 3 94.3 92.7 





1/Excludes Alaska and Hawaii. 


BEEF MARKET CONTINUES UPWARD 


Good grade steers weighing between 900-1100 pounds 
averaged $40.03 a hundredweight at the St. Paul market 
during February. This was an increase of $2.58 from January 
and $6.64 above February last year. Utility cows at St. Paul 
averaged $33.28 a hundredweight in February, up $4.41 from 
the previous month and $8.08 higher than February 1972. 
Prices of good grade feeder steers weighing between 600-700 
pounds averaged $46.44 a hundredweight at the Kansas City 
market for February, a gain of $2.63 from January and 
$11.48 more than a year earlier. 





BEEF CATTLE PRICES 
a St. Paul & Kansas City Monthly Averages 1971,72,73 


~osre? 


*" "Good Steers 
S. St Paul 


“Trilty Cows 


S. St Paul 


Jan. Jan. Jan. Jan. 
| 1971 | 1972 | 1973 | 
CUSTOM RATES GUIDE 


Rates shown in the tables should be used as guides rather 
than absolute values in making decisions regarding custom 
work. Rates can vary widely, depending on topography, soil 
conditions, type and size of machine, traditional rates in a 


Land Tillage Operations, Wisconsin, 1972 1/ 
































Operation cee 
rate 
Plowing: 
Number of bottoms 
DEN > cdnickeota hl avetel inane hare tr 2.00-6.00 3.00- 5.60 
SBS ATENS: FS EONGPPS HO onc Aa 2.50-7.00 4.28 4.00-10.00 6.39 
Gh De tetereecents oe ae aes recs eS! © 2.50-6.00 4.54 6.50-13.50 9.21 
SUS Radiete tater sciet exe's 5a oh ie 3.00-7.00 4.87 §.00-21.00 12.42 
Gand Overs). ttaua scien 4.00-6.00 4.74 6.00-20.00 14.00 
Disking: 
Width in feet 
S222 pet biaeiee “taconite. cis -90-4.00 2.35 2.50-12.50 6.24 
P3e) Ge vichers s wncveiiis's, ats 1.50-3.50 2.55 6.50-20.00 11.56 
ATVANG OVER metre enict 1.25-3.00 2.28 10.00-20.00 14.40 


Quack digging: 
Width in feet 
B-O Save, sis selonebalivtis. o Weuah e613 ie 
DOs S Non, a bed aie eee 
14 iandover. fesse anes 3 


1.75-4.00 2.45 
1.25-3.50 2.24 
1.50-3.50 eis} 


2.00- 7.00 5.10 
4.00-15.00 6.82 
6.50-18.00 11.50 


Chisel plowing: 
(UTED OTES 2 oie veel osaseaie ete) « 


Harrowing: 
Spike tooth 
Width in feet 
hO=U Bi .:are sede says teens 


1.80-5.00 3.40 4.00-20.00 9.60 


-75-3.00 1.60 3.00- 7.00 5.20 

-50-2.00 1.23 5.00-12.00 8.81 

Spring tooth 
Width in feet 


TAO yeueta tances sera sie 12 1.25-3.50 2.02 4.00- 6.00 4.50 
Ui his Gols okuceromn.t 1.00-2.50 2.14 4.00-15.00 7.00 
Porandioventyers cite 1525-3325 2.21 5.50-15.00 10.90 


Chopping corn stalks: 
Width in feet 
6'and under 7.1.3.0 Sie sss 


1.00-4.00 2.30 -00-13.00 6.26 
FANG OVER tye lot «4 2) stoarans 50 


3 
1.00-3.50 2139) 4.50-10.00 T.25 


Cultivating: 

Without fertilizer 
1.50-3.00 1.88 2.50- 6.00 4.00 
1.00-3.50 1.98 — — 
2.50-3.00 PEE fs) - - 


Cultivating: 
With fertilizer 
All reports 2/.......... 1.75-3.50 2.85 7.00-10.00 8.50 


1/Rates include charges for the machines, power unit, operator’s labor, and fuel, 
but excludes costs of materials such as fertilizer, herbicides, etc. 2/State average 
per acre includes rates for all sizes of machines reported and reports that failed to 
indicate size of machine. 
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Planting and Fertilizing Operations, Wisconsin, 1972 1/ 







Average 
rate 


Average 


Operation nate 











Dollars per acre Dollars per hour 





Grain drilling: 
Without fertilizer 


63 AACS CRE AS -75-4.00 1.92 2.50-10.00 5.42 
BAe SB) htaccess -75-3.75 2.03 = sere 
12 and over ... 1.50-3.00 1.98 = - 
With fertilizer 
Width in feet 
G29 ia OSE teres 1.00-4.00 2.61 3.00-10.00 6.43 
RO-E Dos cote <'erss 1.25-4.00 2.51 = ae 
12 and over ... 1.75-4.00 2.42 - - 
Corn planting: 
Without fertilizer 
ZO Woe tterserocrstas -75-3.00 2.11 2.50- 6.00 3.83 
4tOW sa caeienisheke 1.25-4.50 PREIS 2.50-15.00 8.78 
§ LOW sisi sia seen 2.00-3.00 2.40 = = 
With fertilizer 
DBO Weatersisrercatats: 308 2.00-4.00 2.61 3.00- 6.50 4.05 
@TOWF coe ewes ¥ 1.50-4.00 2.43 6.00-11.00 9.00 
With fertilizer and 
insecticide: 
ASOW eS ce ciel oes 1.50-4.00 2.65 7.00-12.00 9.00 
With fertilizer, in- 
secticide and 
herbicide: 
UIOW ole = sins 2.00-5.00 3.24 _ - 
Fertilizer application: 
Dry fertilizer........ -50-3.00 1.33 _ — 
Liquid fertilizer ..... -50-3.75 1.79 = = 
Anhydrous ammonia. . 1.00-3.50 1.83 - = 





1/Rates include charges for the machines, power unit, operator’s labor and fuel, 
but excludes costs of materials such as seed, fertilizer, herbicides, etc. 


3000-7-4M30032 


$ per Cwt. 


given area, and special services performed. A more complete 
report on custom rates in Wisconsin, including harvesting 
operations and other farm work, is available by writing to 
the Wisconsin Statistical Reporting Service, Box 5160, 
Madison, Wisconsin 53705. 


HOG MARKET UP SHARPLY 


The prices of barrows and gilts at the St. Paul market 
rose sharply during February. Barrows and gilts averaged 
$36.51 a hundredweight for February, an increase of $4.02 
from January and $10.91 higher than last year. Since Novem- 
ber 1972, prices of barrows and gilts at St. Paul have risen 
$8.80 a hundredweight. 


BARROW and GILT PRICES 


South St. Paul Monthly Averages |971,72,73 
O 





Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept Oct. Nov. Dec. 
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